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Happy New Year!

This year marks the beginning 
of a brand new start with all 

the teachers geared up and ready to 
nurture the students to excel in all 
disciplines. By using the experience 
gained from the success of the previous 
year we have gone the extra mile; 
making the changes that are needed to 
ensure progress and excellence. 
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school remains in every way 
contemporary and expedient. 

Nevertheless there is more to 
accomplish to ensure that this school 
remains in every way contemporary 
and expedient. 
The school’s main focus is on self-
development in these times of 
great challenge. The most distinct 
indicator of its excellence can be 
seen in the construction of the new 
hall of residence that will be able to 
accommodate 500 students and staff. 
It is underway at present and hopefully 
shall be completed by the end of 2017.
The line-up of extracurricular activities 
for the whole of this year will be 
highlighted by the uniformed bodies, 
namely The Scouts, The St. John’s 
Ambulance and The Fire Brigade. The 
most prevalent of the three are The 
Scouts.
The school maintains a very good 
rapport with other international 
schools globally. In January a school 
from Semarang, Indonesia visited us for 
a friendly basketball match. In return, 
the school is organizing a return visit 
this March.  Meanwhile, eighteen girls 
and two teachers are preparing a 10 
day visit to Fukuyama High School this 
June.
On another occasion, there was a 
group of 22 students from Korea who 
participated in a cultural exchange 
exercise by focusing on an English 
Language Enhancement Program. 
Their one week stay here gave them a 
practical insight of the infrastructural 
facilities which are not easily accessible 
to other schools.
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The 15th annual cross country championship was held on Saturday, 
30th January, 2016. The demanding and enduring course failed to 

discourage the spirit of the Highlanders with all the participants crossing the 
finish line. An inspiring display of determination, passion and stamina made 
the championship one of the most memorable events thus far. Earning their 
bragging rights, the Blue House were crowned the champions, rounding off a 
day of spirited long-distance running.

Cross Country Championship 
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The New Students registration event was held on Sunday, 3rd January, 2016. Organised by the Counselling 
Department, the students were given the opportunity to familiarise themselves with their new surroundings. The one-

day event provided students with special information regarding the school and a chance to address any concerns. After 
an exciting day of interacting with staff and students, the freshmen were well prepared to face the challenges of being  
a Highlander. 

New Student Registration 

Dato’ Lias Bin Mohd Noor, the Scout High Commissioner of Pahang, visited our school on Monday, 28th January, 2016. 
the scouts were neatly dressed in their uniforms, nervously awaiting The Commissioner’s arrival. Beautifully adorned 

in his attire, he was warmly greeted by the Principal and Mr. Haridas. After a few amusing anecdotes, the scouts welcomed 
the guests with a traditional salute and handshake amid the relaxing ambience. The Commissioner was highly impressed 
with our school’s facilities and vowed to support the school in our mission to become an organiser for Manikayu training. 

Scout Visit 
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Basketball Friendly

A friendly basketball game was arranged between HIBS 
and Terang Bangsa Jr. High School from Jawa Tengah, 

Indonesia. The much anticipated game was contested on 
Thursday, 21st January, 2016. 

Seven officers and thirty participants arrived, instantly 
delighting us with their pleasant and affable nature. Gifts were 
exchanged, symbolising the beginning of a friendship between 
the two schools and nations. After a full tour of the school, the 
games were underway. 

In the boys’ game, the away team narrowly edged a 
22 – 24 victory. Praise was given to both teams for their 
competitiveness and sportsmanship. The girls’ team were 
outclassed by a well organised away team, succumbing to a 
7 – 22 defeat. Despite the result, it was all smiles after the final 
whistle.  

Here is a snippet featuring Aimanuddin in Year 9, interviewing 
Yedida from the girls’ away team.

Aiman: How long have you been playing basketball?
Yedida: About 4 to 5 years.
Aiman: How do you feel about this school?
Yedida: I love the students and the staff.
Aiman: Who inspires you the most?
Yedida: My brother.
Aiman: Why?
Yedida: I just like to see him playing basketball.
Aiman: When did you start playing basketball?
Yedida: In fourth grade.
Aiman: Who do you think is the best player in the team?
Yedida: Boys or girls?
Aiman: Both.

Yedida: Erm, the number 13 over there. His name is 
Latif Dany. 
Aiman: Have you won any major tournaments?
Yedida: Yes, 1st place in my city.
Aiman: Are you confident about winning your next 
match?
Yedida: Very confident.
Aiman: Okay, terima kasih.
Yedida: Terima kasih.
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Thai Pongal – a harvest festival which gives thanks to nature – was celebrated on Sunday, 17th January, 2016. The 
purpose of the celebration was to give the students an insight into the traditions and customs of this colourful event. 

The pious occasion began with three activities: sweet rice cooking, sugarcane eating and Uri Adital. Uri Adital is a traditional 
game where blindfolded participants use a stick to break clay pots which are hung above their heads, accompanied by 
cheers and laughter of the surrounding crowd.

Prizes were awarded to the team with the highest score with Team B racking up the most points. A group photo session 
and friendly banter brought an end to a marvellous celebration that valued the importance of culture and teamwork. 

Thai Pongal Celebration
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Being the one of the most anticipated events in the school calendar, the students’ competitiveness was somewhat bullish. 
The singles events were where the students passionately displayed their talents - with more than a few nail-biting photo 
finishes. The relay events - once again - proved to be the toughest and most challenging event, each team swimming their 
hearts out to the cheers and jeers of the chanting crowd. 

After a strenuous morning of competing for bragging rights, the scores were calculated for each house. The Blue House 
were eventually crowned the champions, though all participants were highly praised for their contribution. 

The 16th annual swimming carnival was held on Saturday, 26th 
March, 2016. The morning began with the customary march-past and 

cheerleading contests. Impressing the judges with their well-organised 
marching and creative dance routine, the Green House took first place 
in style. Mr.Tuan, PPD, our guest of honour, let the gala begin with a 
motivational speech for the competitors.

swimming Carnival
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The Year of the Red Fire Monkey follows a steady and contemplative Year of the Goat. The Red Fire Monkey symbolises 
cleverness, curiosity and adventure. Our chinese New Year Dinner was held on Saturday, 20th February, 2016. Our 

line-up of VIPs were given a standing ovation: Mr. Tumijan, Principal of S.K. Sri Layang; Mdm. Normala, Principal of SMK Sri 
Layang; Mr. Ng Hean Yin, Chairman of the PTA; the Genting Highlands Fire Brigade; students’ parents. A cheerful speech 
by the Director of Studies, Mr. Justin Scarlett, was preceded by a spectacular lion dance amid the explosive sounds of 
firecrackers. After feasting upon the mouth-watering dishes available in the buffet, the evening was concluded with a 
string of stunning performances by the students.

Chinese New Year Dinner 

A  team of highly trained paramedics from the St. John ambulance Headquarters, Pahang conducted a two-day first 
aid training exhibition on 30th and 31st January, 2016. First aid training focuses on providing emergency care to an 

ill or injured person before regular medical aid can be obtained.  Dr. Hew Kin Sun and his team of paramedics showed the 
students how to perform a number of life saving techniques such as CPR, abdominal thrusts and bandaging. Thoroughly 
enjoying the experience, the students completed the tasks in a composed and mature manner. 

St. John’s Training 



6   | The Highlander Review

Welcome Ceremony for Students from 
Jiao Tong, Shanghai

On Wednesday, 30th March, 2016 our school welcomed 52 students, parents and staff from Jiao Tong (JT), Shanghai. 
Arriving just before midday, the guests were greeted with a traditional Lion Dance. As the entourage entered the 

school, they were saluted by selected students from the uniform bodies to the sounds of local Kompang music. After 
an exchange of gifts and pleasantries, everybody proceeded to the MPH. As they entered the hall, they were given a 
lengthy standing ovation followed by a touchingly beautiful trumpet solo by Ms. Tham. Mr Justin gave his welcoming 
speech, reflecting on the school’s proud history and mission. Speeches were also given by Mr. Haridas and Mr. Song Da, 
highlighting the strong ties between the two institutions and the plans for the future. Before lunch, the guests were 
treated to a few soothing acoustic recitals by the students.

As the sun set in the Highlands, it was time for dinner. Gathered in the MPH, the evening began with a remarkable piano 
performance by one of our students. Our host, Mr.Muralee, said a few comforting words and the sumptuous supper was 
served. After some good-humoured conversation, the evening ended with a spectacular dance performance by students 
from the Green House.

high aChievers 

glory a/P guna Sagaran – 7as
Palina a/P ramasamy – 7 as

raushen rao – 3as
Wong Min han – 4as

ameerah azeeza 
Bt Mohamed 
Sultan – 5.67 avg

Mai Jaiying  
– 5.60 avg  

SPM Wong Jun Wen – 6as

Pt3

a-level

checkpoint

Wong Jun Wen Glory A/P Guna Sagaran

Ameerah Azeeza Bt 

Mohamed Sultan

Raushen Rao

Palina A/P Ramasamy

Mai Jaiying

Wong Min Han


